Hawthorne Scholastic Academy

Local School Council Meeting Minutes

Wednesday, December 6, 2006 – 7:00 p.m. - Auditorium
Attendance:  Kathleen Andrade, Greg Basil, Carlton Oquendo, Anna Alvarado, Monica Ginsburg, Debi Lilly Springer, John Ori, Roger Wilen, Shelia Shultz, Samantha Cohen, Haera lee, Karen Prince, William Massey, Tom Foreman, Dan Wilke, Mary Catherine Marco, Lance Marco, Tracey Norman, Lorrie Marks, Melanie Sarmiento Puljic, Linda Anderson, Kristin Pillsbury
Absent:  Brian Grauer, Tim O’Hagan 
The meeting was called to order at 7:15 p.m. by Kathleen Andrade, LSC Chairperson.

Introductions by LSC members and guests were made.

Kathleen Andrade called for a motion to approve the minutes from the November meeting.  A motion was made by Carlton Oquendo to approve the minutes.  The motion was 2nd by Shelia Schultz.  All members present were in favor with 0 abstentions and 0 votes against.  The motion was approved.

Chair’s Report

Kathleen Andrade called for a motion to change for the January LSC meeting date to January 17th at 7 pm in The Auditorium.  The motion was 2nd by John Ori.  8 members present voted for the change, with 1 abstention by Roger Wilen, as he is unable to attend the meeting on that date.
Principal’s Report

Anna Alvarado reviewed the following:

· HSA Student Council – New officers made introductions to the group.  It was a very close election with one vote separating the winner– just like Bush/Gore!  
· Project Citizen Presentation

· Benchmark Winter Assessment – Dec. 11 – 12

· National Junior Honor Society Membership – Junior High students are now officially members – this is a big honor!

· LRE Update - $63,000 in funding with 2 years to plan teacher/professional development

· Academic Competitions

· Academic Olympics – Math, Essay, Speech, Academy Bowl

· Spelling Bee – January 4-8

· Geography Bee – c/o National Geographic

· Young Authors – various grades write their own stories, due in January

· Poetry Contest – Jr. High 6 and 8th graders

· PTA Funding – Every Minute Counts – History and Documentary videos for poor weather

· American College of Education – MA Program for Curriculum and Instruction at Hawthorne – 4 teachers have signed up for a masters program in two years

· Breakfast with the Principal – November 14 for High Honor Roll

· School Assemblies – I Love a Parade, Journey to Freedom

· Hawthorne Chorus on WGN/High Risk Gallery

· Kindergarten Tour – Finale

Public Comment

· Lorrie Marks – Morning busses are staying past 8:40 while the drivers are hanging out which is making drop off very dangerous.
· Monica Ginsburg – Is breakfast with the principal every quarter?  Yes, the certificates and the pictures will continue as the kids really enjoy it.

· How could students share how fun this breakfast is with the rest of the school?  The rest of the students could use tips on how these High Honor Roll students are studying, testing, etc.  

· 6th Grade Assembly – Everyone is welcome to watch the history of Civil Rights.  The kids have learned so much!
· Kathy Andrade informed the LSC board members of a letter she received from a parent regarding handicap access in the Hawthorne building. Copies were given to the entire LSC board.  This is one of the reasons that LSC meetings have moved downstairs to the Auditorium so they are more accessible to all.  Carlton Oquendo said she had spoken to the parent regarding an issue addressed in the letter.  Discussion was had regarding using other doors for people to more easily access the building if they have a need.  Mrs. Alvarado said the office would respond to any requests for accommodations for access to the building.  Kathy Andrade will be calling her to invite her personally to LSC meetings.  
PPLC
No report – Brian Grauer absent.
SIPAAA
Anna Alvarado motioned that two Sundays in January are needed for LSC to review the rough draft of the plan.  The 21st and 28th from 8 am to 12 noon are the dates.  Carlton Oquendo 2nd the motion.  All members present were in favor with 0 abstentions and 0 votes against.  The motion was approved.
Budget

The SGSA funds that the LSC are charged with monitoring total $55, 848.00 the majority of which are appropriated to a teacher salary.  There is a rollover of approximately $20,000 with a balance of $19,930 left, currently designated for use for salaries for teachers doing curriculum planning in summer.  This has been adjusted $3,446 for a teacher increase.
Building and Safety

20 new signs were replaced around the neighborhood.  New school zone signs on School Street, child crossing signs on Clifton, new speed limit signs on Seminary.

Tickets are being written for cars going through the local stop signs.

The speed bump issue on School Street was voted on at Southport Neighbors Association and was denied from Southport to Racine.  There was a discussion among the LSC members regarding whether to bring it up before the LSC next month to discuss writing a letter to the Hawthorne Neighbors to ask for their support in adding speed bumps from Racine to Seminary on School St.  We will put this issue in the agenda for next month to discuss further. 

 Curriculum
The committees continue to meet, set plans, and create viable ways to handle improvements.
Community

April 2nd the Southport El Stop is scheduled to close for construction, which could take up to 12 months.

The Lincoln Avenue Holiday Stroll is this weekend, 12 - 3.  
PTA

The International Holiday Fair is December 14th.

Gift cards are currently on sale!
Bylaws

The revisions are complete.  No further report, Tim O’Hagan absent. 
Old Business
No report
New Business

No report
Public Comment

· Are kindergarteners involved in Chess Club?  Yes!
· What time does the Holiday Fair begin?  6 pm.

· The next LSC meeting is scheduled for Wed. January 17th at 7 pm at Hawthorne.  

There was a motion to adjourn the meeting by Kathy Andrade.  The motion was 2nd by Debi Lilly Springer with all members in favor, 0 abstentions and 0 votes against.  The motion was approved and the meeting was adjourned at 8:25 p.m. 
Respectfully submitted,

Debi Lilly Springer

                                                                        LSC Secretary

